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The ooninii't' ;' oii fhl.ji::.: iijiviaati'.-n nnd internal improvement, lo 
whom \va rf.'ii'rrcil ;i rouliilRui of tlic: Huuse, pas.socl 2()ih JMimary, 
as l'n;i'jwv : 

"• lU'solvccI, Tliat the cri>minitt(.c on inUiiui navigation and ini-.rnal 
im|.'!<;v'Mn'nt l;{3 instnurlrd ti) rrport to tliis llouso, without d'lay^ 
wli.cJ!, in Uxir rijiini«)n. would Ih- i.Mnst l:'.miicial Icr llic intorc-rt ot'tho 
< 'i. lUm'.'iiwcaiili, — l«»r iLi- ^VxU^ tf li.;ri:i.ii !«« r rnil-riirnis ui'li motive 
f^Y oilR^r pow'T, fnr th'- trai{>i>f)rta}iun dl' proc'tiOL*. ni<M*i:!wintii.r«". vVr. ; 
• vr- ! .riiii: •• i.jii'.-iM^s «.r inriividuals toiumish ihc Kunin*"" — 1{i:;'!.i:t: 

'i.'l »I. .'".v;!!' ..f l|.c i|s:!.!';'':»|.^ ol" r.d- !|.tinir SOUIO plisH fur til*.' jirOJK l* 

•»:id ••!ii.--' lit i»:M:iatfiMii' r.i •iflli'- riii-ro.'n.i-i ol' tli<:(.A'm:jV)n\v(all!i.\- \\y.\ 
J!n! ."iti.viviy ••'ilir ll(r.!>/' fo (•jrain Jin 'urly rt'porf, the ccnitfiiSJcc ho^ 
l«*;;\f r<.--i»«'«'tiiillv, hu: carncsilv, to i-rui' tl'.d nr'T^^/v »•!' inmaJ'a'r 
/I//// ♦ lin'iff.fi'orilofi <in th" >'.ii!'!i'rt 'X.snmini il to Jl:c;r cfrr-. Not HlH 
da\s will < lfij;s? iK/i'Dro ihf: na\iiratii>ii ci'dnj canals will he fn,f-i\, and 
wiihi'i ♦hat hri^i' ji\)Tkrc. oftlnio ificrc is much to h(5 done. Li-gislativc 
arii.in mi!>t Ijrst 1h' liad, liol«»rc} iho own(rr?> oi* \\\v. trnnsporijif^i linos 
now joriijiuufan df.Ivriiiii!J"M>ii j.h'.n*^ nfnprration <»n :ho road u> uliifii 
th'' .'aUlitit'i il iiiil si'OifK j:!;.; nl!'.i«-rl hv 1 in' agents of ill'* (.'unu'ionv.- jdlh. 
!«v ;!,:• :•• di;-!!«iii I'l' liw; 1«m."<, v'. i.'l •..'.«!:. tie '.-5: .i*ji".u't a lar-..(' rsniiiinit of 
ir.n]'- .':).] ?rav<'l. i!*;!.'-;.- ;.i;\.« i:i: Ijaf'l d i«y llio adijpiivu oi inim'ii-iDUs 
IS!' .•!-«■! r.-i, .ii;.! (■■.'ivi-n !r«un :h''.* idiai!n«i>. c-.f 'radc ope a; d at the f-\- 
:•.•"; ''■'.' \h' ••« .iiijiiniiv, t'j «..:i:- I- in w hii'ii tliat communits is iiot in- 
ti-rcsii d. Th*- r«'a«l niu>l \,". stcckcci with the incan^ of mainiainin^ tlio 
\\vt*'i\v juiuir, Cv i;\t vy :»r»\ii>i;'.nu nt mad*- icr: iho op« nrnj^Dftlio trade*. 
'.'..ill ;»! ;iii'.-,i!i!'- i-"!»'iitv. S-inn: l«<'"i;n;n{i\v cnuirirs arc n«.w rfadv: 
^tl/T: -.i.- in pn'nar::':' n. a'i.d ulii (re .'i.ji^r l^^ n'ady to a-.t : Thiusf- 
V- !i" I; .vf !i: •!{), I- ;n!.o- lor,-;^ a'll rd u> kci p llicm in th'ir work .diops 
U[i--..!j', r-! ■! i.:!;-^! »■:-:;.•««* •..i' till in t.if.tiii rs. Thr^v will hi; s(,!d. — 
O:!;. ; ■•:;i:ni;! -:; » •'.liiv «)«• hafi !.• n j.'laof- ilu'in. and (hi; hf«t part (if 
tl'.i t!'.".;.;) \':':-yf v.-ji^-..;-. u'ill i,.:- |->;i to tho '.'tiinmnniiy, Vy delay. Un- 
der thesf; «'lrcMnns!an:H-5, f^-lay is r-mph itjr-aily dangerous. 

Vour c«:>minitt(M> have hccn at m loss to detonninc what (ain-trut^tion 
sjinidd lie put on tlio forni'^ uftho rPs«»luM''n — Whothor ihcir inquirir.s 
wero int«*ndf;d to b«i limili'd <:o|olv to the oucstion of who ou^httcl Ik* the 
owner o^ all the power uhivh it mi;^ht l)e r*.\podirnt to us(!on the rail- 
roads of the CV)mmf»nwralth : or, whotluTthcv v.ere intc ndi.dtor.wtend 
to tho hind of power, to wit ; — ^^ttani or nniniai powjr. As lh«"y oouid 
onlv inlor tjjo intention f>f the [louse, from the tmor of the tlehate in 
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which the resolution originated, th'^v have ehoscn to const ru«.' if on the 
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broadest principle, rathrr thtiii to those llinils to wliirh it sreins to i>* 
confinefl bv the i(*rm.s in which it is couclicd. 



Tho molivr; power producf^d by sti am, i^ of two kinds^ — th»!l which 
is prodiu-rd hy th»- stal'onary ongitu's. and tliat which propels the loco- ^ 
motive Mijjin*^-*. Yonr coinrnittce^ consider flie nl>s*;lute necr*ssitv o\ 
the usr ofsleani power nt tlio staliotmry engim^s, ns un«.|uestioned — that 
it must Ix'i supplied hy th<; Comnionwealtli, equflly so; and therefore 
dismiss this j»ari of thn .suhjert and pass to the othvrs. 

The snhMitulion nf sleani for anhnal power I^Jth in Eiin-pe and 
A!iw:rica, on nearly, if not all the rail r^ads known to vuur committee 
rjxcepting where peculiareircunislances render it impracticable or im- 
proulable, would seem to h-. a suiTicicnt n.a.son w!iy tliey should consi- 
der the fjueslion of economy to bv intUvd in favor of the us«* of steam 
power. T\\i\ progressive improvemrnls which have been made in the 
flower and arlaptation to the motive efieet of locnmutivo engines, and 
which k'nvs suliieieiit nvison to hopo for still {greater improvement in 
their e^.rti.-.truruioii, whik; on the other hand no improvement can l>e 
i:ffiN'/:*;d in the strer*'4ht c»f animals, and little in the manner of apply- 
xi\'^ that which they p.ln^'idy j)o.ssess, allbrds an additional indiiceirieiit 
to iis i\\clu.si\e us:*. The cunmiitlee have no! at hand anv authorities 
to c<)n.vult, which enubkitiicm to state the "xact proportion which these 
two powers Ix-ar to each '>ther in the cost of maintenance it^lative tv"» 
their »MK'<M ; buf it is dis'.inctiv in the nrolhy^tion («f om» or more m-rni- 
l»<^rs of \«M{r committee, whoM- duty it was to pay some attention to 
ihis subjoi't <Mi a toim«'r occasion, that it apr-fjarcd from an accouf.t 
k^^ot with great can^ and '\\\ much d«tail for a spiice of many week^, 
o^ th«^ (|u:m!it\ ci\ coal drawn by lucomotives and by horses under equal 
lidvan aiT's. Ihu expense of horse jK)wer was to that of steam as thirty - 
one fov i!io former, to twenly-one tor the latter. Other |wrsoji.-5 who 
have inquir(;il ititt) this subj(?ei, make th(^ difference greater in favor 
of steam. Tho disadvanb'\i^«"s arising «>ut of the use? of horse power 
may be thus enumerated. 

Gn;ater length of time rcquirtd for the transportation of meivhan- 
dizo, ^'.r, on a lon'i line of mad coniurcted with a canal and interrupt 
«d by a Portage rail-n^'td, pruilucing loss of time in transpoifation. 

Wh;'n the length of the Dolumbia mil-way is considei'ed. and that 
i! forms an imp^u'tant link of a giwit chain of commmiieafion, con- 
necting two plaees so ren«ote a** Philadelphia and Pittsburg* that the 
larger j»orti'»n <;f the travel is by eajial at.a comparatively .sV*»w rate 
of progp's<; that this line is interrupted by a Pt>rt!ige rail- way con- 
sisting •;f ten in«'iHne<l planes and eleven ]f:vels; that it is highly im- 
portant that it should attract to it:5clf all the trade and ira\i.l wiiich 
cm be diverted t«> it frcan every part of the east and west bv the van- 
otirsand sui)erior tacilities it holds out to the public; the importane«> 
of addini; to these in every particular, and lessennigor remoxiiig ev(-- 
ry thing whieh subtra'.t.s from llieni, camiot be doui)led tor a moment. 

The following statement is l>elicved to vary very little, if any, from 
the truth, ilorsc hire is estimated at 6i^i cents per day, so &s to in- 
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clade all char^^s of wear and tear of iiarness, feed, duration of tht* 
horse, and ovory thing incidciilal. Lungtli of the trip Z days ; load, 
^J0 .1 tons fur each Wnrsa ; car, say I to 1 1 ton. 

" ONl!: TRIP FROM COLUMIUA TO PillLADELIIIIA. 

V 'o.?? of IIor»e Pofncr^ ^v;- Sttunn power ^ as intauJcd to bf charged 

if fvrnished bi^ tkc Comt^ionWinlth. 

DifturiFiOi: ij. 
Oivor of sicain 
I niirr., 3 tiay.-., ai r.\ 8~ -"> 
I horso, Ti days, at hO.J, 1 87^ 
!*o\ver a! the phmes, at cost, 
calculated on th<> pjissaf^c 
of olio tons pt.T day, 8 J 
'^s. oach pliiio, -0 o 'ions, at S2i;ts. 8 ". io ^S - IGj 






*+ G-2| Per ton. 
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OJST UV SIX 'rONei. 

1 man i da vs, at 75, ?.! :2 • 

'^ horsos i> days, at GCj, :i 75 
Power at tiie two pianos, 

for G tors. \ 00 6 tons,a! 82ctJ>. *1 0:2, %l OH 



#r 0(» Per tor, >4 



COST OF .Vrxi: TONr. 

1 man, :> days, at 7 ', g3 M 

•> hors'js. 3 days, at t-Ol, 3 r»!2A 

I'owor al tlvj t\v<> planes. ) :Vi U tonyj,atS2 Ms. S7.3S. $1 Dl* ', 



S-) :>7>J Per ton. 



Total cost i»l~ 18 loiis, from 
('oluinhia basin to lifuad 
street, Philadelphia, %'?A (Mi IS lons,a: 8'2cLs. 14 70, sti 24 



Tnns transported, i8 Saving, -2^ 

3i .Jo pert. 
Eqnal to 3 cts. Imt hbl. of flour. 

Hut lld> slat<-mcnt is too tavurahln to riorse p(»\vcr, for the following 
reasons: In comparing the cost of transport;ition hy ht)rse power 
md that *.{ Ktf»:m, it should hf? lH>nu- iu mind that the trad< from 
« 'iilumliiu t!» Miiir-dniphia' will consist nmsfly of ih( [>rodiicts of the 
lor- 'st, ?Mnl of i*;:ii'!:iiti:n.*. These are h(;avy in coiiiparison with their 
vil'i-: \\\i\\*' \\v' i-i;:iirn trade will consist mostiv of lorcinn mcrchan- 
fliM- ruid i\',u\ :-Ur or loni;^n manufactures, which arrj light compired 
w.Oi ilifir v'jIh' . A ii.iini of flour will not pay for a bam?! ol sugar; 
•j' lOji r • o» ;i ^i.ni* I ol juirK iuMXchanged for a capk of wine, a piece 
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of cloth, or a bng of cofux*. Hence ihr ti'tido |>a?sii\2 from an ai^i- 
cultunil lo n rnanufiicturing (iistrict, or a lavao svap' rt town, \yill, 
iindiM' ordinary cirr.nmsl antra's, fon.sist ofhinvv artiolos, and tho wfijrnt 
of tlio rciurii load \n the car^o stated, cannot be fairly oslnnatftl at 
more tlian .six tons, or owe third of lliiil takf^n to Philadelphia, while 
the: time occupied, and the (■\prns(f inrnrrod, will be nearly the same 
as al)'>vi> slated. I 'earing these fa»7ts in mind, the at-eount will then 
stand as follows : 

(losT OF ironsi: power, as vbovk. 

18 tons from Col ninbia to Philadelphia, 820 5 
(i tons from Philadel|)hia to Colund>ia, "20 55 



Ai) ?0 



Dcdiiet eost of Mialionary power, both 

planes, J',r i-Z ums, at riJl, 5i 00 



ro3T nv stea:ii power. 

•r'4 tons, at ^2 cents per ion, 810 6B 

Co.st of titons, from Pliiladelphia to Columbia. 'i' 9^'. 



S3S 50 



t2-t 60 



Ditl(?rann». in favor of steam, S'-' ^^ 

Diilerfnce per ton, •^^i els- 

Thiis It will b(^ seen lh,'it to pi-odure a result so favorable to the ust^ 
of hiirse power cornpnreil with that of steam, the whole e.\pensi»of each 
horse mu>t not exceed sixty-tw<» and a half c(Mits jicr day — that each 
hoi-siViniist draw a load of th re tons, exclusive of one to one and a half 
tons, the weiglit of the enrs — that the diffi*rence of (expense in favor of 
steam when one horse* and tai;^ ear only an^ employ «;d, is 

S- H) or per ton 7 2 cents. 
On «» ion-!, by il Imrsr^s, - 0"^ • '^ 3'4 



" 9 Ions, by li horses, I 'J9 



kk 



On 1 8 tonjs ' « I t28 

Average, 7 cents |>er ton. 

AVhi'e by the second and duivr e.^iinmte 
the diilerenee in favor of steam is, aO] els. " 

In all the.-Mstimat(.*s, the horse mu<5t travel at the rater {»f.O'; miles 
per da\, (Sinidays (xceplf^d) the whole srNisi>n on the* average; oiw)- 
lialf of the ti:nc wiih i\ load of more than A tons each, ear included, 
and the o*her ball with a loud of mon^ than "? Ions, ear included, the 
greater portion of the way on an acclivity wliile returninir. If the n«- 
tnrn tri[) could always Ix^ aeeom|)lish<Ml in two days, ihe ditlinence 
would be somewhat lessened, but the practicability of this is consider- 
ed to Ik; very doubtful, as respects the average of horses and days 
hroughout the season. 




To \h\< rjiilLannj in tho c.\|ion.s(j must \)0, aJJod ihe difierrnco u; 
lIio tiiiK; li. ».'! :>;iry io thci p-^rr.u-inanr.'c of the? trip, which is iv.xnv tinii 
'Jijual \x, *-.\o '.lays, ami ('(jiuil in jiniiii oriiuio Ui tin \ncVLn:v: ni' I'u'^ di.-- 
"ancc iV; 111 r..iunihia to IMiihulc l|.hii'., of 1G4 rnik-s^ ai.-il or«;'.!r..S'' 'in? 
>ar.si: {:■'.».! ii:;>l>ijrg to Phihn.iwlphia. 

But •\v: I'Xt. lusivo iHC of animal \xi tlUo nowrr on ih*- roar!, wl!! i*.. 
atton.K'.'l ui.ii (.'ih**!' ^rf:;U <li-=;a<l\!JiMa«fC'.s: a Imrsc jj:i:!i will h-,- r(.»(|ui- 
rccl, tho f..»>l of whlclt i> (;.-tiinaU;ii at S^:^, «'!); thi; annual cxjunso r.f 
kee|»in;« ii in it|)air is a-haM'lainiMi to havo Ijcoii S'"> vi rf'i' mile. Tu 
a was!.; u!' ;. •»■.•, cr arir,iii;r from thi! ncci.'^sitv of i;>i)JL' .sJ-ifliri; ni mi the 
ntnn". l.vl j)ar!s oi the r.>aii to rnah!'* lln^ h.iisc-; to ov rcomt? :h»; 
gri'ai(.T a-riiviiii:s; inti-rruplions arisin*^ fintm ini'qualiiv in !mi- 
strength ami <^vy.\i of h.ircfs; uilll'ulty, if no* iir.pravfu.ahility of 
ki-cpin-- up a uuilonn rat*.' and rapitiit\ of proiircss, occasion'. d -jy thi.. 
cnrt?liii-:!ii.!.ss or wiifuhii-ss of •iiivci-s, I'.ndr^r anv rc'^ulatifins which 
con h; hi' a.'ri|;trji ; l•(Wl^• <;;i'*iit iht«r;M!piion, (l'|r»y ar.i! Hispcrsion of 
tradu to cniiv r airl rival rhannci^s oi' coiiv* -vaLCf. Tl:- j'n;! nndcr 
such ci ;•'.■:;; a-.": act •>, v.tuahl li" prrrdiarly unfllt'd i'lrllir rapi'i roii\<y- 
an«;c o: ■■;'-;■ iij;« :'s. :o •.vh..'in it oi:^ht to atiord ra/ii;:ir^., a;itl !•/ wii'iui 
it wdl, ua.l :• •»imj '-r niai;::ir*inJ!it, !»** cxfti'^din^iK' ami 'iicrtasiniilx at- 
trac.tivi . .\ll th'. al*o\.;'. ilisad\an?a'-« .s wdlho •. x,M.Mi('ti-»'d ulu-thor 
tho poArr i-. MWhid hy the (.VMniiionwi-aiih or a <'fM»ijM:iy. Tin? use 
of th»^ V. !«•■»!!• line (»f lluMvafl hv dilllrfMit coinr-asii ■. wniiid !»' >[ill 
mori.; pro«.ia-iiv ' oi ail ih4."fo inciUiN'Miir'nas; and thi* iiidi^-riiiiinate 
u.si* of Mil* uh »Ii.: r«)n<l hy nunujrou< individuals, wou'.-i L-ut inorcas" tho 
'•vil. Tl::-. m '.-t advoiita-ioous nM'ofhor.s<^ po\Wi* wous'l I/' i-fioctuil 
hy coM'iiiJK^ tlio o,M-ralion< of companirs to oM'taiu and lij!iir«.d por- 
fion.4 lif fii'' r(»a I : Int undiT anv a>i":c'. (;;'liu' ^as" pr •<'ij".'!i. it wii! 
!»ot, in l!u- npl:!" «:! 'if yr-iir '.■.'••Jiinii!' <•, [;.•_• I'oi.iiii i-.\p.ili' tit !•■ pi.TirJl 
.'ho u.si.' of aniiii.d puwii' up..n it. uiuil lim«- aiiu v\p!.r!«-i4«'«; '•hail prov<: 
iis C'fpial «»r supt-rior advantam.'s:. 

Tho imli.-frimiiiaiv (.r propnriioin.-d i.so of s>ii'..oi and iii-rs*; [)<»\vr:r 
ov \vhoni.:ij(.v(.T (.iwnod, wonltl Ix: stiil more disadvai'.tui£tr«i.is. TJin 
oxpcnsp I>f a Inr^f* patli would still ho n.'oninid, for at irast i^u! tsva.-.j; 
of 'h': r.)a(l, and wliil'.; tht; int*onvi;ni«'iJ'.<.s arisiiuif lV«'m ihi' !i>i. of ji 
crowd of hjMSJs and 'lri\irs, wnuld Ik* hsscnt-d — *>\v.t aiivai-:.".iiG 
would h'.- nioro tliaji (MUMj ri)alaii.*i''.i h\ tlitMliin-'uliv ol' adjii-iiinii 
thrir varviu'' rale of si/Cf «!. TJi.- diffi.-ultv will !•.■ aii*j.''.«Naiv'd !«v 
thf* n-Jt^ of !» iih ki.'i'ls of pnw<.T in:!l -criminal* ry hy S'.\'_ral fv-iujianios, 
-jr hy indi\idi!al.-i in iliC ratio i.i'tlK-ir numhcr- 

Thfi connii:iin;r ii!t»?n;sl> of >«'V(:rai <.-.ompani«N — anil sti'i n;or-.- fr'^- 
qiiently conlVu-iin^ in:«'r«.'sis of indi\idnai:- — ihi- n^.-iicct and f.-iprici; 
and wilfn!hit>.- of ilw-ir aii'/iii^J, would in tiioir <M)inii»u j'itdt^r-": a most 
siijurioii-- O;' :(.'«■ I. 

Sh'uiM si-.-am m >}>vc powrr hf supp!i« d hy a oon<pany •.n tr:m{;ani!;:>, 
ih'"; «pi>y.>tii»n pr::s<*nrs ixj'if undir ditll-rcni. as[)''f-:<: m-v. ral mt'thods 
of iMTcf.fmjjT it arc uiicrod lor run.-^ultraiion. Ou'.- is to permit suvj-ral 
confip«inics fo furnish it for o.-rtain jjarts of the road to whicli their 
action may ho limited rcspcjctively. This method would obviate many 
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of lilt) ombarrnssiiK^nts inokU-'nt to those ali'cady suggested ari-sing 
ihnn Ihc conflicting inlri'<-':>trf «>ri>C'pcrato cjjinpanies extending over the 
whole of the road. Tlio. jn-t.-dwiiiiiiating infliifnec of corporate intercslb- 
over the mU.n\.-»i oi'ihn .Staii.- i!i iJiu prcHcrvafion ol' the road, and the h-- ^ 
tcrosts ;iii«l ciiin^ n'uiv.: u[ huMwliUmUi'WiwW orharmonv m their ac- 
tioii a.s ri.>;po'i-< tai'-ii uthiv — .".n;l wlih ihosic 'vho carry the trade, Ac'^..- 
on tlv; liiiials, would .-:]'■{ i).: s<;;ioiis objections. Yet these objeclioii^ 
would apply wilJi !>.or«- iond if lo these priviliges such componie^ 
wcrt* added ihal of beiniLi; roruium ctiriera. hi the latter case i' 
\vo!>!d he diiHcidt to pnvni ihenj Irorn entering into commercial speci? 
lationsjthetenrlrncy oi* which would Ix* to the exercise of their power tv-> 
convey their own merchandise to :irirket wliijr? 'prices were high, while 
they lU'^h r.u d to convey that ofothor i>erson». The same ohjection-. 
though with less force, would apply to ihe motive power with or 
with.iiii lij'; privileiTo of being common carriers, being placed in tht- 
po.^.s( saion of a single company. Wliile on the one hand a greatc '^ 
harmony of action would be in^iured, yet on the other, the public 
would hv. stibjected to the power of a monopoly without the benefits of 
com(>eiitioii — and the same dilliculty of conlinmg their operations 
witiiin Iviririmatf bounds — the road itself not being their own propei- 
ly, would be liable to the same injury. 

'i'hr' j)l'in of permitting a single company to Jurn .vh the motivf 
powr without tliat of becoming common carrier.- in the legilimate. iis<^ 
of the word, jinvsents itself to the iTiinds of your committee as th*, • 
most iiivonible of any yet dw'lt upon, sup,)0>?ing their o[>erations con- 
fined wi:hin proper limits : yet it could not but bt3 less agreeable, to 
our citizens, and moni likely to aHi'ct their interest unfavorably, thai^ 
it would be if left in the posse<<sion of the agents of the Stale, and re- 
gulated with a view to the common good, and the motive power at tbt 
same time furnished at the cheapest rate. 

• If the road is let to a company, that company must stipulate U 
v'diarti'* w-i movo than a certain price, either for the use of the power o: 
lor truiw-p trffiti'wi ri« ?hr e.isi' ru;;v b<'. Tlv v must al.^o carrv all thr, 
trade that oflers itself without delay, favor or partiality, and in a rea- 
sonable time. 'J'hey must sup[)ly a sullici* iil niunber of engines, cars, 
&c., for the [>urpose. Supjw.'' they Nhould fmd it ihc^ir intenJst t*. 
prefer one kind of transpnrtation to anoliier .' The trade along the lint 
to that from the w(!st*'i'n parts of the State. They may not have a suf- 
ficient mmibi^r of en^in(\i on the rriad. I low can tiiey lie compelled li 
■11 add to their number? ranno! ihov alledji' the force ol uncontrou!- 
able- '^iri^Min'-tances in their defence? The burden of proof to the con- 
trary ijiuM. jv; * (»n the (.'ommonwealth. (.an she Icirally act with a j 
promptitndi^ equal to the omeTgency ? Can she intei'ijose wthcdcct un- 
der cir(Munsianee:> recjuiring immediate and prompt remedy? It ma\ 
Ixj ans.wc^rtMl rhr'.t such cuses are not likely to octmii*. That a s«uis« 
of their own interest will lead ton ditlerent coiuse. Th:it dep^'udv 
on thf* nature of the stipulations — if they have made an advaniage- 
«ius barirain they will l)e inclined to make ih*^ mo'^t of it, and thei» 
advantages must he acquired at the expense of the trader or th* 
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State at large. But can they not besubjecttd to legal restraint? The j.. ^ 

arm of the law is strong — but slow to act, and the remedy coifics loo | 

late to 1)0 ertbctual. ; 

The Coluinbia rail-road diflors from all others l;n()\vn to \« ur corn- ' .' 

mitlix*, in more than one particular. In all others the companies or 
individuaL^ to whom they Ix^long, an* at the fjaun^ fJnie tlu; owners 
of the road, of the loconiotive or other motive power, if nor lln> pas- 
senger cars, and hence iK^ing intensted in every way in preserv- 
ing them : while being tranrsportei-s and conunon carriers. i.l;r;y have 
tfu-r^ induoMnenl to preserve the good condition of every portion of 
their property, and the profitable use of it, which can only b'? ellected 

by atlbrding all the facilities of trade and travel which the case ad- *" 

mits of, or are presented by their rivals- The Columbia rail-road on 
the eontrarv is the property of the Comnumwealth, and no other ar- 
rangement than the one now in opnration, Ciin plac(! the folate in the i 
same relation, (exceptini^' that they will not be cominon carriers,) to • 
her roads, as thesr* companies arc placed in ri*lation to theirs, than **' 
that })rnpri.-:ed, to wit, furnishing all the motive power il.stlf 'u- by ifs 
agents. 

The highway principle is under the prescmt system adopted, solar 
as it i^ thought to be expedient, and consistent wi?h llur ieleresls of" 
the (.'ommonwealth and its citiz<Mis. Competition has full play in 

every thing but the ownership of the enjvines, and the supply of ihi* ^^ 

motive powc^. Any perjion may own as many cars as ho pl-^^^ases — 
load them as he pleases — and IJ»r whom and at what price h'' pleases 
— attach them almost when he ph-ases — go as far <.)n the road as he 
pleases, under such restrictions rjrily as a due n.'gard lor the common 
intcr«?st injposes. It is the interest of the State to tiirni-^h tin- requisite 

numlxT "f engines and amount of power; and her means are equal > 

to the exi^rencv. She will lurnish it at a lower rale, it is pnf>inned, 
than individuals can ; for they inu»i charge a profit ; and the State will 
only obtain her protits through the medium ol'the expected increase of 
toll's. 

The eotnpetition expected from the exertion of individual tjnturpiis*.', 
will in the opim'on of your connniit«.'e, so far as respecis ioomotive 
engines, iiave little opportunity to d(.'velopeiiseIl", until time and ex|)C- 
riencehave tested the merits ui' the hi^hwav v\st''m, should it Ik? tlie 
pleasure ol' the legislature to adopt it. The punhr'se an I m* in- 
tenancf^ of a locomotive engine, n^quires a e^^nsiderable capilaU conse- 
quently the number of competitors will b«; very limitet\ for fiiey can- 
not but he aware that the next Legislature may repeal the ruis of this. 
Conlldence must Hrst Ih* felt before adventurers will invrsr ilK»re funds 
or tho>e who stal:e their means on a ventare will assur.dlv eharue 
the value ni'that venture on the ciliw:*n. 

The ce-mmittee will now inquire whf^theror n<it th-ir viev,s :ue sus- 
tained bv those of others more experienced, and wh.? bv th-ir .-j-ience. 
skill and continued (»bservalir)n. are l)ett«!r qualified to arrive :■! just 
Conclusi'Mi*^ on a subject whieh has lon;j oivupied their attentiin, than 
your committer.* consid(?r themselves to be. i^ 
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.\n f'!'.inpnt onuinoor, Moncuni Uobinr^on, Esq. in a Irttor aciilrcss- 
rd tf> J'l • cliainivui of a coininiUoc lo \vh.;iii tliis sul)jr.'cl was r'.\lTrt'd 
in t!io -■ •>.:,,ij ,)i' !S.>:N-.S, V.il. J .l<)'.i!ii;il.st)rihc llousoof Kijin'si'iitii- 
•ivi-s. j-i.^i- " ..r, (;.\|»risst!s liis f.i'iiii. in to tlio (i»!lcj\\in;4 i'tUrt. Timt *x. 
thoCi-: '..Hri.i rfjil-ri'.ul f)'.!.ulif n'»t tu !)f; in:j«l'' i\ puLli'.* lii.ih\vay. That 
if r.ti* Ml rhi'i" n.iason, nni 1imi*m« p' wcr luit (hi: orsU-ani sjIiduIJ '.c tlic 
nviti\« ? owiT used on tlx- rail-roads, iKrausc it wculd probably le- 
nnirc : :ji' days to Jranspnrl f'loni Columbia to IMiiladdpliia by liorse 
power, v.iiilo if !c»com )iivcs were used, it niij^bt be ao(:t»n]plisb(Ml in six 
hours. H'hat ih..' Philadrlpliia :u^(\ (.'olurnbiu r-vid ought \o hr under 
[hfMliiv :|!;jM of a sin^l«' hi ad; and hi'Uer, as well as lor ollK-r r<ast.»ns 
tliort.' s .j;.tl, ii nui;h: not !»> bo thrown ojK^n to the pubMc as a com- 
mon hi Jiuav. 

TIk' • Mnaiillco now ffsprx'tfullv h-n loavo to diau^t the attention of 
the Lf .li'ilaturo to tlie report of I'^,. F. (Jay, lvs(j. tr) the caiilil comnns- 
sioners -s e ihcir Pfj>f»rt to tho Lr-^isiatuiT, s(;««sion l^:?.i— 1 — whicli 
Ixjjnj ;!i:* ro>!ult of an invo«iiiation dircctfd bv the canal c'onnni>sion- 
or.s, by I fM-ntli'inan wlwisj* opjKtrtunitics of aniviiiirat rornvt ron- 
«:Iu.^iM:> ...:: Mic subjirt, Jif l'\j.st so fur as thi^ Columbia and I'hiladel- 
j>hia riil-:"oad is conccmcd, havo beeii oxccded porha[>s by none. Mr. 
(jay • avv; : 

•' 'J'h r ■. 'olumbia ».^' Philadc^lphia rail-way is dr\sirrn(.d 1«> conneet tlie 
eastern rx.remitv of !h'? I*»'misvl\ania canals with the citv (<f Phila- 
dc!phi-), a.'id by so doini:, i: forms a Mink* in the ffrand chitin of 
rom}ir..}irt!'i.iyn Utween the waters of the east and the west: and is 
also rl ■^r:•l'•:l, af no (1hi(i:it dny, to form a part of the llni? ol improve- 
ment wli'ih will ext(Mvl from tin* ei'v of New York to Xew Orleans. 

• 

As tbi' lur from IMiiladvlphia to Pittsburg is I'ormed partly by canals 
and {'asi'y by rail-ways, lhre<' >;o['arale transhipn)ent.s must lake jdaec 
lx^twe«Mi tbc«' two cities, viz: — at Columbia, at Tlollidaysburf: and at 
Johnsj.tv.Ti. In order, tli«;refore, to counterbalance the evil i'tK»cts pro- 
duced by the delays aitendin;^ tran>;hipments, it is hij»hly insporJant, 
if not mI» olutelv necessary, tliat this line of rail-wav should, bv its 
oflerifii; The iireatest pr»ssible facilities for a sjieedy transit (d" frojoht 
and )):i>;enj«Ts. not only coiu[»cnsaie fisr the inconveniences above Jil- 
Iud(vl n., imr, by its superiority in this respect, attract tr;ui«.' to the 
wholf liij". 

*• As w //:'!/} r*' jHvvcr upon rail-wavs. two-v^irr/rsare nsid, viz : — ani- 
mal an;! .-team. I will, ihr^iffore, proi-eed to nore the n.'lative caj-at-ity 
and expense df eacdi. rjs ada[):ed lo this road : lir.-t remarking, that the 
amount o. lOimai^e taken by either, is calculated as beinj^ adapled to 
thc<^r:»d"- at f!:e Gitp scrfion^ which, althoujih it will limit thr amount i 

taken i- cncJi load thnni'jhout llv line, will, bv its so tioin^, render 
the /r r/'.'s' '.Nrinhle of travelling; at hi^hc*r ve|t>cific^ on oth'.r i)arts 
of lli«' !ii:' N, and thereby savf in velecity what is lost in power. 

'* Am ••n;::in'^ weiiihinir six ton<, (ran make the trip from (\)lnn)l.Ma lo 
Philad ipbia, •Uawini; tiO Ions exchsivc cif cars, at an avri*aoe rate of 
ten m'l s j>er l:our : the whole distance will be passed in eight and one- 
fourth hours, aP owing the engine to make hut one trip jm-t day. The' 
expense, fiom the best data whicli I have been able to obtain, will be 
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Sl2 <H), and to cctivcv tho sanui ain«..unl of tonnage Lv U^< j.nwf^!% 1" 

\vi!! ■- ruiiv six iif»rs(> and Uiro'-i drivrrs lor llino da\s, j.i an < :-.|.' wbv \ 

orNJ"? UO, inak'm^- a ^ii^;^u'»^(•(' in cxitiiJic: c^lVix di-lidis', in ::M.:!r ni* 
ste;n:i, <ArIn>ivc (ii' repairs <'fllj«- Ikm'S"' jmiIi. 

" I liiA. prrjcord lo n<;-c tlje iniurv liK<'Iv to n-^ujt to the ir.v.Ci l\^nn 
tlir n.\«" ()t*<acli: 8iii;lit nnclulalions i:* tin; sniiaixM«''tlic' n. :■. ::.rn:'.'«l i 
bv ill'- souinii; <»rtlK' hloi^ks (ir an unov< n joinin^j of tlic n.il; * \i vA :<» 
prfuliM-f ;i scries of'rnm-upsions br-twtt n llii? whvvi Jumi^c: ami laiit-. 
wliirh aro nmn.' or Irss vinicnt, in |»ro| uriiun to tht; vt luciiy o!" il.i- b dy 
moviiJ!', and fend h) si'j-aratc tlir raila ; I'roni iliis cause, ll.«if !i;i-(\ so 
fill* as- rifi.cii'jf i, coficvrnffi, llso ruad would r(?e(ivo most ijijirx !"n r.i 
th'.* US" of loeovio'ircs. Tin* saino result is, however, ji«<ii.iid Ia 
lior.M-.N constantly lra\«liini: in the centre oi' lh«- track, w hie I., l.v ci-ni- 
jKictiuj: ihrj materials Inrniin^ the liDrso j»ath, logetiier with tl'c i.ies- 

sun? (.!" the:" cars, teijd gnidually to lurct- flio blocks ajarf ; tlic Ii.jury, i 

thereicre, lesnltintr to tin* track from this cau.>c, leiiMr jt) |,.;h ca-es 

siiuih..*, lUv expense attendiiiL; the iv-.-u/justnient oftlic tails and Mocks ** 

will, uiili thf use either oi'/iorxr* or sftnnt. !)(• marly the a- .'c. 

*' '!! ihe aho\e coni[»arist»ii, I coiisidir hu>el|' lullv susinii:- .! ! v lla- 
oprjitMi.ns aliendijju (he repairs on the « astern X*: miles oi' \]a< road, 
dnrin-: \\v' past season. It remains lor nio now to mention ih'- ]a>t, 
aial bv far most important iic^m, which will lorni a di.O'rcice m the 
ox[ieMso ofnsin:: steam or horses, viz : — fhc ho ac jyath. .^ 

*• 11 nn the ' milrs of rcati n(.w beinixniad.e on tM.s line, a In \'>f- 

I ■ 

path o}' s'ono is ni)t contracted for, anti il' steanl is used as a li.oiivc 

]iOV.« r, i^ will not be required; but if horses rjhonld l-e used, 'Au u in 

the ori;.'inal construction of the roa<!, an additional cx|K'nse o<' 8.--.'/ ('f' ' 

nuis' be in MU'icd. the interest on which shi.nid be added to iho cost of 

trnnsj-orJatitui with horses. to*iet her wiih the ropair.s oflhc h(.'r^<' j ath, 

whirli, if I may jud^^e from the repairs ol' the past s(\'is:)n, cannot Ixi 

less oean averajM-than j>:300 per mile; and this, Tor 77 nriles, (the dis- 

tanre b."tw<^"n the two inclined phines, as hors(?s must be Used en the 

hulan.e fjfth*^ road.) <iivos S^-2i,M»(i j>er year, appHcublo s(lely to the 

exp'-nsf ortrans[)ortati:")n with horses. 

"AVi'h this view of the sn])ject, showin<jf the saving l.oii in time 
and expense to Ik* decidedl\ in favour of the transportatit-n 1 ( ing 
done \\i:h /itram loconwfim'.9, and Ijelievin;: iliem best calculal* d to 
acfonjuiodate the jiublic interest, I cannot liesitateto recommend ^:«'am 
as a i:: .'ivr- p.jwer, ti) bo used Ix'tween ih'* two inclined pbtnes. 

*' Duiiiii: the pa^t seas* n, a dispositi<n lu.s I er u manifc s! on the part 
of i!Ui:\ n'<rK'ctah!o inhal>itants residiim al'-ntr tin; line, within iwi ntv 
inile .;..'' Philadelphia, in fiivour ofth».' prondscnous use of herscs upon 
the r..>'d. In which nioans tlie products of the country wcadd b(^ taken 
to i;rir";ef in cars. 

'• f!' this. th<'refon\ should ^)C the case, the rail-way pintii-nens to 
the ci*v v.ould Ik* literallv tlnonijed with car*? at b asl four dn\s • ut of 
sev^n, to the serious delay, if not entinr; exclusion of p.assrnuer tra- 
vejlinrr, and the great currving trade hetwrnn tlie East and lh»» West, 
whicii is of the highest importance to the system of internal improve- '% 
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\n fji'iiin^nt tiiLjinocr. Moiicuro Uol)in?'()n,-Iwj. in a l-rN'c-r a(l»ircss- 
f'jj tDilt • ciiairni.in ofji cJuniniMco to whuni this sul)j^'Ct v.jis ri/.l-npl 
ill tlin <y-:.'\t):\ ni' I;; >■>-:<, VjL ;: .loiinial.soi'lli^" Iloiiso nf lli-jm-^sfntn- 
*ivr>. I'-.." '■. rx'insif's 111-: ojMiu.iii t(» tlio fulluwin^ t'llJ'it. Tliut fcx 
th('('i. u.)\i\:\ i':i'\\-i\,m] t)'.!^lj{ nnl tii l)f^ \u:uh' i\ pulilji.* lu^liway. 'J'lj.'lt 
if for !!■» •lnM' n::isi»n, not Imu-m* jK\v<'r but thai ol'stCMiu slj!)ii!d he- llic 
motiv;- Mwrr iisfJ on tli(^ rail-rorids, l)r.c;iusi' it Av«;uld |jr»)Ln!)iy ic- 
nuiiv I nr days tf> tmiisjiort fioni ('oluiribia to IMjiladrlphia l)y lu^rso 
pDUTT, v.itili? irincojnolivt'.-; wttc iist'd, it mij^ht bo accf»irij)li>lK'(l iii six 
hr)ur.>. i'hat ihc IMiiladrlphia rmd T'olurnbia ri>ad ought li) Im? nudor 
th*Ml:i\!'ii(Mi ofa ;sin:^l«' In ad : ami houcr, a? wxll as for olhor reasons 
there: s'.jj-il, ii nnj^ht not to bo llu'own open to ihe public as a conn- 
mO!i h" ;b'.» ay. 

Hk- ' •ininlllr-e now i'-sprctridly Im'it b-ave to direct thn altenlion ol* 
Hie Lf^^i'-'inriiro to the report oCK. F. i^iy, Ksq. to ih(? caiHd eomrnis- 
^jione^s -'■.■(' 1 heir i»'|K)rt to the Le^isIuruiT, sesv*<ion ls:>.'-. i — whieli 
l)einj liio r.'^ult of an invofi'itration directed bv the canal coninii>sion- 
or.s, liy 1 'i'Mirlenian wlinsr opporiiiiiities ol' anivini; at eorrect cdh- 
eiii.-.i'ij-.s ..»: ilv >nbjert. af b^Mst <n far as tb:^ (.'olumbia and Philadel- 
phia iMJl-rv.ad is concerned, have lieeii exa-tded jierhaps by noiio. Mr. 
Gny avs : 

•' Tb : v.'.ilinni>ia A: Pbiladelphia rail-wav is desii:n<'d to omnect the 

oas!('i'M cNiP'Nnitv ofllie Pj-iuisn Ivania canals with the citv of Phila- 

• • • 

delpbi.), M'ltl bv so «l««in::, iMoi'm^ a Mink* in the urand chain of 
»'Ow/.vr.."". 7;.' /.!»// b«-f\veiMi thf v.at(-rs ol' the tvist and th<' west: and is 
nho d v::!"!, .•// no di.staM tttiy^ to form a part of the liij<" ol iinpn»ve- 
uient which will extend from tin- ei!v of New York To .\(^w Drl^ans. 
As thf' lin=' from IMiiladelpbia to Pittsbur*: is lormed partly by ce.nals 
and pailv by rail-ways, thrci.: ye[.arate transhipirw'nts must take-jdaec 
IxHwc'-n Ibese two cities, viz: — at f'obimbia. at Ilollidaysbnr;]", and a! 
Jolin>i..\'. !i. In ordi'r, theiv-fore, to connferbalance tin* evil rllects pro- 
(Iuc-mI by tlv" drl.'iys alfendiuif tran'«:bij)ments, if is liij^bly imj.'ortant, 
if noi v'l .bii«'lv n''('ess;irv, thai fbi^ jini; of rail-wav should, by its 
oHerinii \hr iirealesl j^jj^sibii- laciiides for a sp:.j'dy transit «if Irrioht 
and e.»- M iijcr-:. no! only c-.)i:i[KMisale fisr the inconveniences above al- 
iudivi ji.. Iiii:, by ils snp<M'iority in this nispoct, attract trad-" tj> the 

whoir liijf. 

*' .A- a h:"l'ir>- powir upon rail- ways. i\\t\ sprcirnrxvi) used, viz : — ani- 
mal an* . team. 1 will. th'T^rnr.'-, [»r(»ceed to no:/- the relative I'rrpru'ity 
and exprn^'' of cn-'h, as adoplcd U) this ruad : (ir.-t remarkiujr, that the. 
amruMi? '. i.»:uia','»' taken bv ritbr-r. is cabadalc-tl as bciu;: adanjfd lo 
the jrr.id '\'. i!'e f^np stction^ which, althouiib il will limit tb*- an^nunt 
taken •/ t.uh Und throu^hont lb" linr-. will, bv ils so (ioinu", n'lider 
the /r ',"•"• ".erfiblc t»f trav«llin«r at biihcr vd )ciii«s dii oth'-r parts 
of the '!»!■ V. .iiid iben'bv sa\<' in velrcilv v. hat is lust \\\ ii(i\\er. 

** A;. «iii:;i!V* weiirbiiiLt <ix toij<. c.-iii make the trip from Colinubia to 
Philad- !| bia, di:awinir ^M) tons i\\cb sive of' cars, at an avrj-njc rate of 
ten md •« j.-tM* 'our: ihc whole distance will bo ])as.<ed in • ij;ht and one- 
fourth hours, nllowini; the engine to make but one trip per day. The" 
expense, lu>m the best data which I have bccm able to obtain, will be 
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$12 00, and to coiiVt y ibo sanui juin.uut of tonnage by i^s [owor, I: ,j( 

will rfc:iMi"f six iinrs« s ;ind liin/c drivri-s {or tlmr. daxs, 'it ;ui < .\j.' i:>c 
of ftjv ()l», iiiakin;^ :i dilK-icHcc in cwi-cnso oi'six dclldiK, iii .;;\« 'ir of 
stonrii, cArlusivc ol' i\-pairs ofihe h(irs«- j-aili. 

"I liov; prcccfd" lo not*^ tlie injury likely ti) :rriult to the jcr.d '.\r.u\ 
the iJsf'ofiiach: Slinlit nndidalif-ns in tin; suiiitcr of'tijc i:.; v, li.ni.cd i 
bv tb': soitini; oflho buudvs av an nn(?v< n ioinini^ oI" tlic r;:il; , u \A u> 

» Cr ■in/ 

prodn<M> a ^crii's (tfronrus^ions bftwi. ( n the wht'vi J J atiji^c.': cmd lails. 

wliirh are niorf or lf:ss violent, in prc'poriicn to th*- v* li.K:it\ (.!' li.j- bc-dv 

ir)u\in;s and Tend to M-parale tb<^ rails ; lV(tni ibis cause, ll:.-n ;",;r(\ so 

far as nU.cify iv convvrnvd, tlic road weul<I rfroivf; nios; iji;i :\ 'W in 

tbousL-cf locojfw'ires, Tbe same r-nuU is, liowcvcr, ]iM]i:ifd by 

hor>o.s constantly iravolbnii in tbecenlre of tbo track, wbit b. bv ci-nt- 

pact in:;" tbo inalt^rials forming ibo bor^e j»atb, lo*j;(tli(T witb tlie pios- 

snn' (•!" t be' cars, tend gr.ulually to force flio libu-ks apart; tb(^ bijury, { 

tliorefore, re.Nidlinir to tbc track iVoni tbis eauM;. ! finu in I«.'.}j r-\<rs '■' 

aiinik:.', t!iO cxprMis*;* alteiidinL^lbe ivadiiisMiM^nt of flic iail>> Mj.i i.lm.Ls *^ 

will, with ibe use eitJK r u[' hor.^c^ or .s'cn.'n. be marhj fhc r ■-. . 

" >!! Jie ab<>\«' L-i)n)f»:iri'^"n, f consider fnv><"lf ibllv suslnit:* i! !.v !i;e 
opeiaMoijs allendiiu; llic n pairs on tbe • asiern *J.. miles oi" il.is road, 
dnrinj^- tlu! past soa.-on. [t ninains fr»r nse now to mention lli-' ljt>t, 
and bv far mo>t iinrM)!^!!! iieni, wbicli ^\i!l form a difi'-rciue- in :bc: 
cxjie!'».c of nsnvi steam or borsos, viz : — the ho ,sc path, ^^ 

'• I'rnn tbe J milfs of read now beinj^'madc on tl^is line, a In rr^r- 
patb of s'onc is not contracted for, and if steanl is used as a n-.oiivc 
pov.er, it will not bo nqnired ; but if borses ^bould be u^cd, iht u in 
the ori;:inal construction of ilu^ road, an addi'ionj'd oxpenjo of 8: ' .^■(.^• 

must };e :n'Min< d, tbe interc-st on wbicb ?di nid be added to iln- e( .>t of ' 

trans|iir;aiion wifij ln>r>'s, to;iether wiiji ibe repairs of the b(■r^e jath, ^ 

wbicb, if I may judge from the repairs of ibo past seas.n), camiot Ixj 
loss on an averajj:<-than g.*300 f)er mile; and this, for 77 nrilcs, (the- di.^- 
tani:e l-i'tween tbe two liiclincil planes, as hf)rsos must lie used on the 
balance of the road,) uives $^-2 ',100 per year, apjilicablo s< lely t(» the 
exjx'nse of transportation witb bf»rsos. 

•- ^\ i*b this vic^w of tbe subject, sliowinji the saving lob in time 
«ind cxpen.Ne to Ix^ dcrcidedly in favour rd' tbe transportation i ^ ing 
done wi^b sffam loromofim'ft, and believin;; ibem best calciilalui to 
Qccommndate the p'Ubli<» interest, I cannot hesitate to recrimmend ^leani 
as a rn i!ive p.)wer, to be used l)elwe<'n tlie two ini-liried plincs. 

" Darin" ihe ]>ast seas< n. a dispf-sitieii lir.s 1 ern manili s* i.ii tl:e part 
ofir>iP\ re»*pec<ab!o inhabitants residinij ah-nuMbe line, wi'hin twentv 
milc^. o^ Pbiiadi'lphia. in favour ofiho i>rorniscuous usoof herses upon 
die rv'd, by which means the products of the country w(ajld U* taken 
to i:Cjr';'^i in cars. 

'• ff tlii.s, th«rn'fnn\ sh<.uld l)C tlie case, the rail-wav oiitiant-us to 
theci-v v.ould W' lilcrallv thron«:rd with ears at Nast f()Ur dnvs • ut of 
seven, to the serious deb»y, if not entiiv exclusion »>f pa^-scnijer tra- 
velling, and tho ^reat currying trade Mwccn the East and the West, 
which is of the highest importance to the system of internal improve- 
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. ;. imfija 'ii. t ^^•:-•:yI-:l.. li. :;.ii»rL; 
J.' -.• itiar a t! trar, v. h.ci: '.v :. ; r**" 
-•• •/* L'lrth'.i. «^'i>. '.* '"nu'r.- ■ *h^ 
i i"-". n*>\ haiinL' -'tr. in'.'. :•..>! '... 'Jifir 

•liviriin'-., V, Ir, 'i"-i:^ ''i !j ■«; '.ij" rv»?irj, .shail lurr.i.s'n llj'.ir ov n cars, 
H\\.\i''f Vtc iV'i'ili'.'n* \i'i<rfi\2f:T-,ixiAuvd\if: ihrirowTi anvinueii:- ir-"; lor 
taking ih'-in oilhor lo./ir fr ;iri Uio loot of the iii'^IineH NJaiiOs. 

** fri r-ori'Iuflin:; »liis >ij';j' ci, I v. ili onlv nolle- onc^ ii\\v*\vz tiidtvi im- 
fi'ift.'jnt r»'': irj- . wli:»-!i iit/y-^?. th'-rrih'.-lvos to ine. in favor oi thf mo- 
liv [/'i-.v'r u^i'iW thi . Miail li in;/ !'iiirii>h';'l by llio CV»!nm<'nw(:r:l'Ji. 

*' ffi .o f.\\f\\ ''v'- ri !iri'- '>\' f'i\u\{v\n\<:i\\\ftw .'isoiif. b<'t\vccn ih*^ IMa* 

w:»r .'jfi'i «!i'- ' »liif., i*. ;•. ">i\\\\'\* n\\\ ljf|l».:vr*d thut no sinirl».- iiidivi-lual 

'vin, ^iih* I III!}' want oi' iii';iii ; «.ir oth'.r o'lMso^;, *.«j Tur ♦•.\t« ii'i and 

«y ■**'••* ".I fix/! Ili • o|i(Tati*iir-i, ns a lorivanllng rn'^roharit, as to (-:«?»racr 

ilif v.'Ij'j!'- Nri;j[fliorfh<' iniprov^rm'.-nt, anrl'iisur*: certainty and d« >[;atch 

ifi tin; ii-ans|)nrtatinri of In'iuJif. It iMlow.s, thiin^ioro, tiiat iIk- areat 

ciirn/in^ fnielt; y^lwcui [\v: imiiiis above irKiitioncd, iniisT aial will be 

fjoii'; l)y tr.iri-.pnrtalion coinpauii's ; anri if this be t!ie cast, it c-aunot 

b(! sn|i|H)^'d that iiwh ui" thr s(; foiiipanicrs could Ix* alloTvcd to place 

lh':iro\vii I i-oMioiiv*' upon tho roatl : the oonsi-rjiicnj^f; (ji* wlii'di w-idd 

b<s tn 'T'-al'. a spirit ••!* oj)po>i!i<)n, that, by an injudicious usr nf the 

f.iv/iw^^ W'lubl U" di>tiii«-iivi' to ilie road, and also t^-\M\ in a ■.''rcaT 

;noa>nn; to nxcludi- indiv'i<lnals iVoni its us'*, who an.* not able lo s^ur- 

<*lri'-i" a Incnn'o'irr. ; nor can it !/<• supposed that ihesf companies, who 

havt; su-di a vpiicly of int'^resls, wmld unite an<l it»rni «»ne c«)nipany, 

/'or ill'- purpos.'N of transp«»rtaiion upon the rail-way. If. iliererorc. 

a si'paiatf! conripany, »ir '•onifiaiuos, Ix' incorporated to us'^ this road, 

who havi- no inten-st in •'otinnon with the others, then iho ch.-iin of 

(Miinniunication, s<» far as it r-irard--- rosponsibiliiy, if> Ijroken, and a 

ifniat vari''tv of interests will aeroujc drfM'ndant U|K-?n iho capri<e of 
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i ooni[>aWy of individuals, who will always <^onujr favours or givv; 

prefer "ncoH, as may suit their pleasun^ or coiivcnience. 1 --^ 

" H(!t on tfie oihoT Iwnd, if the motive power is furnished by the • ■, 

Comrr;i;i I wealth, every operation rclntivc to its use, can be completely • r'i 

syst«.inatizt:d, which is a matter of the highest inijwrtance in the use 
of locomotives; and any individual who desires to use \\\v. road, ha«r 
only to pay his toll, attach Jiis car or cars to the engine, in turn, as 
he may arrive, and soon hi s^ down at the point of his destination. 
By th's arrangement, no pi'eferences or prejudices will he likely to 
prevail, so as to interrupt the regulnrity of trade, which its adoption 
is calculated to ensnp:'.'' . 

One year later, after experience had tested to a certain extent the 
cornet ness of the vi»;ws, that gentleman continues to entertain tiie 
same opinions — Sec report of Nov. 2d, 1^3-1, to canal commissioners. 

In a letter to the chairman of your committee, he ahly sustains his i 

former views, as lullows : 

" Yen dosl're such a statement of tiie practical incon'/omencc of 
:hrow;ngth() Columhia A: Philadelphia rail-wav ojxm as a public hip;h- 
way, .1^ my e\periencc may suggest. 1 have always supposed that 
thejjlan proposed fl^r using the road, viz: The motive power to !<* 
furnished by the State, and individuals to furnish cars, and do the 
tran^j.' ortation. was in effect throwing the road opni to the i/u: of thr 

public : but presuming, that, by the wr^rd public, you mean indif- ^-^ 

vrhninalc u.-»e of the Fjad, I shall endeavor briefly to give you such 
rf^asiius against the measure as my experience will justify. 

•' A riiil-way dffiers from a common road, in one essential particu- 
lar, viz ; all vehicles travelling U|K)n a rail-way cannot deviate from a 
single track, except at points especially pntpared for such deviation. 
Whv'reas on a common rcxul, persons travelling, are not confined to a 
parlieidar track, but may accommodate themselves by deviating to the 
right or left, a^ may suit their pleasure or convenience; it follows 
tlierevM-e, that upon a rail- way when a large amount of trade is done, 
serious inconvenience must be experieiK*ed, unless the rate of speed 
iravellnd upon it is nearly uniform. 

*• ( fn'U the ('olumbia and Philadelphia rail-way, if liorses should 
bjt u<('u, about six hundred cars will he required fo do the iocal and 
c'ima/trad'% of the ensuing season. These cars distributed over the 
road, would give about four to each mile, t»velling each way, per 
dav. There are nlreadv about fortv privat:: sideinirs constructed by 
individuals, at (hderent points on the road, and a?» many more will 
pn:»l);i!/iy Ix? put in, which will average about one to each mile ; all tliC 
iridivi'luils owning turnouts or sideings, propose to use their own cars- 

"T.'iecNperlenee of the past season bars clearly proven, that burden 
cars carry in J three tons, cannot be drawn at a rat«) exceeding, on the 
drvr«;:r, four milfu jtcr hjnr — with these Cicts b(?fore us, il must he 
evident, that willi six hundred cars on the road, (a larcje portion of 
which, will be owned at intervening points on it,) having diflcrent' 
hours for starting and difiercnt places for stopping, travelling at 
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cf>nveniciit tneihod of using the road. One compnny adopted a sys- 
tem of roiays of horses and drivors — placing a train of four cars 
under the chiw^f ol' a conductor, who tivwcllod with it through the 
route. Anorlior company j)urchascd horses and employed conductors 
and drivvrs. without having relays of either. Others hired the horses 
t)r ijontrncfod with individuals owning them, to transport for them at 
a certain sum per ton. fn addition to these there wc»re a numl)cr of 
individuals, each owning a few cars, who were' engaged in carrying 
coal, h!cv»iT)s, lumber, &c. No set of i-egulations that would accom- 
modate either of these classes cx)uld be equally satisfactory to the 
others. The time of starting the trains was maintained throughout 
the sea;.'ou with tolerable regulnrity, but it was impracticable to estab- 
lish a vogui'ar ratf of sj>eed. With the comparitively limited trade of 
tiie pas'i year, it was not unusual to start ten trains }x;r day, from 
tiithcr end of the road. Scarcely two of these trains would travel at 
the same rate between the inclined planes, which of course scporalod 
them. The forward train would sometimes stop, or travel slow! yi 
and the dilav ol one would extend to all the trains that succeeded 
it. It was oUcn exceedingly difficult to arrive at the true cause of de- 
tention. {Sometime the trains were detained unavoidably at the inclin- 
»'d pianos by slight derangements of the machinery. In such cases 
no blame whatever would attach to those havin:» char-ie of them. But' 
where the conductors or drivers wore actually guilty, it was not olien 
|K)ssible to obtain evidence that would convict thenri. The agents of 
theComuiomwualth had no direct control over them, nor any better 
means of punishing a single individual for an infringement of the rail- 
way regidation.^ than that alTorded through a court of justice : which 
Has proved too uncertain and inefrectual, under tlie [XH;uliar circum- 
.-siances of the cas'-. This difllculty must always exist, if the road is 
used as n public ijighway, unless a very exixinsive police with well 
dcHned j;o wers sliDuid be established throughout all the levels on the 
road. 

There were d<jlays in the transportation during the past season, 
which would only l)e incident to a sinjjle track, and others occasioned 
by the loading an<l unloading of materials (or the aecontl track, which 
will be obvialirl in luturfi by its completion. I think however, that un- 
der a piiblic AU'/iMv;^ system, the large increase of trade and the ad- 
dition of many new and opp<«ing interests engaged in carrying it, 
will m')re \\\i\\\ count<;rbalance the advantages of a double track ; and 
that under su"h a svslim), the difficulties of managinii the business 
on the -^orJige r.'iil-road, will increase in a grt^atcr ratio than the ton- 
nage. 

It may net iio t;ouerally known that on nineteen miles of the I*or- 
lagti rail-roid, wIk re horse power has heretofore been usv.f\^ and will 
probably l«'ug c.ontiiiue to be the U^s: power, there aroabout five miles 
.icoupicd by incihiul plahr.<, on which the horses are entirely useless; 
ihey are in fact exposed t(» eminent danger from the cars which arc 
always in motion when the horses are about the planes. But the dan- 
ger is only a part of the consideration. Tbe horses in passing up and 
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iknvD must expend a considorablo portion of their muscular strength, t 

without assisting in the slightest degree the transit of the curs, lii !■ .j( 

answer t«j this, it may Im; asserted that ihc ownt-rs of cars may employ j . 

power only on the levels, but this would be found too expensive lor • 

Oite traus[)ortiag company; unless that company hud command ot* ail 
the trade of the road. In tlie report of Mr. VVukli, the principal en- 
gineer of the ri)rl<ige rail-n^ad, -dated Uclober '^\Jh lfcl34, you will 
tind his calculation ot the cost of transporting on l he road ibr the season 
of 1S35. lie suppoii-\s .511,000 tons to be passed each way; whicb 
amount from the knowledge 1 have of the preparations and manage- 
ments made by the trani^{Kirters, I should consider a moJorate csti* 
mate. The numlierof horses required to perform the labour, accor- 
ding to his calculation, is 5;J; and the number of met: who will have 
the immediate charge of the liorse power 24. This calculation sup. 
poses that seventeen miles of thr? road arc worked with Icjcomotives- 

He has made liberal allowances for wear and tear of all the motive [ 

power, renewal of engines &c. Ho estimates the cost of carrying 

one ton across the road at 7 9, J cents. On the l^-vel parts of the road *^ 

tha cost is esiirciatfd at o'Ji ci'nts. This is the portiim where molivo 
power was lurnishcil by individuals during the season just passed, for 
which ihey paid iVom >S1 to SI 5i5 per ton. iSome of the levels are 
so snort that one or two h )rses can carry the amount estimated 
(100,000 tons) over them ; but it could not be expected that separate 

companies would combine together and furnish the power on the lev- --^ 

•els jointly. Consequently they would becomjKjlled to employ a large 
surplus power, or fall hack to the plane in which jwwer is wasted in 
the passage m-er the inclined planes. 

Some of the causes I have mentioned as o[>erating unfavourably 
towards a system of public highway on the rail-road, may appear 
trifling in themselves, but from frequent repetition will Iw found to 
^x>nstitutc serious obstacles when taken in the aggregate. 

Although no longer in the service of the Commonwealth, yet having 
been engaged in this work from its commencement, and having had 
practical experience of the dlHicuIties which attended the management 
ofthe transportation through the year just past, I feel anxious that the 
system adopted for the future should be the best }X)ssibIe. Whatever 
plan may be deemed best, it is important for the transporters, and for 
the interests ofthe State, that it should soon be decided upon, as the 
time for making the necessary preparations for carrying it into efiect, 
is already very limited. 

I am, ver>' respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. MILNOR ROBERTS, 

Civil Engineer. 

Liatc Superintendent of Transportation. 

Abhahax Milllk, Esq., 

Chairman Committee Internal Improvement 
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llarrishurg, January I4M, 1695. 
Abuauam Millkb, II^. 

Sir — lluviii«5 read a conimunicntion made to you this day, by Mr. W. 
Milnor Rolxirts, on ihc subject t»r the transportation on the Allegheny 
Portage raiUro^id, it may l)e proper lor ine to state that I fully concur 
iu his statement ol' facts* 

Ilavin<{ been upon the Portage rail-road during the past year, as 
principal assistant engineer upon the second track, 1 have iiad con- 
stant op|M>rtunities of observing, the manner of transporting upon the 
first track ; and I am cleat ly convinced that if the road is used as a 
public highway, during the year lb'3.), diflicultics and delays will in- 
crease with the increafic of trade, to the great injury of the interests 
of the Common wraith. 

The transporting companies are anxiously awaiting legislative ac- 
tion concerning the motive power to be used in the coming spring \ 
and so ftir as 1 am acquaiuted with the sentiments of the gentlemen 
concerned in those com[>anies, they think that the Comrnouvealtk 
ought toj'u nish the power ^ in order to insure regular ty and despatch 
in the transit oi^ goods over the Allrgh ny mountain^ 

Very respcictfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

S. VV. ROBERTS, 
Prin. Asst. Eng'r, Portage rail-road. 

If in the conclusions to which your committee have arrived, il 
should appear that they have sought for truth and Ibund error, they 
must submit to the; better judgment of the Legislature, but they take 
occasion to remark that on a subject so im}>ortant, involving so many 
details arising out of iho variant circumstances of a country so exten- 
sive as that through which these roads pass, and the still greater ex- 
tent of that with which they are connected, that preconceived opia- 
ions, originating in partial views of the subject, want of proper and 
extensive information, and other causes, tend continually to envelope 
the subject in doubt — to control the judgment of many who may have 
formed other opinions, which to them appear equally well or better 
(bunded — they are far from arrogating to themselves infallibility of 
judgment. Under such circumstances, it should occasion no suri)riso 
iflongcr experience in the use of the reads, should prove that they 
were not free from the charge of imperfect judgment. To arrive at a 
full and entire conviction, it would be necessary to be daily on the 
roati when il shall Uj in full operation, under «owc system, to witness 
its (^fR^.ts wherever and on whomsoever they might bear, lx»forc the 
merits and defects which might characterise it could l)C ascer- 
tained. With this view of the question, what is the dictate of wisdom? 
To select one of many discordant theories, untested by any experience 
whatever— or select that which exj)erience, however limited, Jias 
pointed out as the best calculatcfl to serve the purposes of the public^ 
and the interests of the State. There can be but one opinion, as your 
committee think, on the subject. 

Should the plan now proposed be found after sufficient time has 
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elapsed to dcvelope all its merits, all its defects, inexpedient, it will be 
in the power of the Legislature to devi;^ another, aided as they then 
will be, by the full, broad light of experience, the glimmerings of 
which are, us yet, alone visible. But admitting that it would be 
equally wise to try any other system than the one recommended, it 
appears to your committee exceedingly imprudent to advance in the 
dark in a path which it will be found difficult to retrace, when it may 
be mund equally difficult to proceed. 

Suppose the motive power to be furnished by a company — by sev- 
eral companies — by individuals — whether these companies arc car- 
riers or not — indc;)endently of objections already stated, it would 
be well to estimate the difficulty of changing the plan when 
it might be found no longer expedient to pursue it. The influ- 
ence of the agents of the state is apprehtnded by some. Your 
committee do not feel disposed to add to the number of those who 
are supposed to be made subservient to its will by their inter- 
est. But there are other influences which ought not to be contem- 
plated without a flue sense of their importuncv. The influence of 
|)ersonal interest, of sectional interest, of corijorate interest— under 
the apprehension of a change which would operate unfavorably on nu- 
merous individuals directly or through corporations in which their in- 
terests are invested, you would find a legion opcratmg on the members 
of this Legislature by every practicable means. And we might rea- 
sonably expect to find that influence exerted within your legislative 
hall even by members of this body. It would not be a new consequence 
of the develo]X!ments of the selfish principle. It has often been seen 
and felt — It will he seen and felt again. 

But waving for a moment all objections lo every plan proposed 
by others, your committee would respectfully urge the pressing 
nature of the motives which seem imperatively to ask the fur- 
ther sanction of the Legislature of the system already in o])eration. 
The navigation of the canals of this Commonwealth begins about the 
1 0th of March. The pros{)ective view of the trade which will pass 
upon them is exceedingly promising. The merchants of the west are 
now crowding to the cities of the Atlantic. They look to your rail- 
roads and canals as the means of conveyance. Associations are now 

m 

forming for the purpose of transporting their merchandize. They 
cannot digest and put in operation plans which require extensive ar* 
rangements until this Legislature has first pointed out the course which 
Vg it means to take. They await your early decision. There is no wisdom 
in delay — there is danger. Our indecision, will induce these merchants 
to write to their friends in the west — ''Look not to the Pennsylvania 
canals as a mean of conveyance. No system lias yet bsen adopted, 
it will be idle to wait the tardy movements of her rulers." Thus will 
the advanchig tide of trade be rolled into other channels and the hopes 
of a plentiful revenue be blasted. 

Under these convictions your committee again earnestly rccooi- 
mend prompt and efficient action-— and report the annexed bill. 



t 



•4 



'%m 



i 






I 



I 

.1 



d\ 






' i' 



i\ 



• if 

V 



I 



1 



•I 

t 



\ 



20 



Providing f<r*r thr payment n|" the rxpeiiMJs incurred by t\w contracts 
made tor the purohase of Locomotive Engiiias. 

SkCtion 1 . Hr it enacted^ 4^c, That thorc 1)C and is hereby spe- 
tttically appropriated the sum of $144,900, lor the (mytncnt of^thf* 
expenses incurr'-xl by the purchase of locomotive engines, as authori- 
«ed by an act of the 1 ie<;islature, ))af:i:N'.d on the 15th of April. 1834. 
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REPORT. 



The undersigacd, a minority of the commitU« lo whom was refer- 
red the resolution passed by this House, directing a report witliout de- 
lay, to be made, whicli would be most lor the interest of the state — 
for her, for companies, or for individuals to own the motive power 
upon our rail-roads, make the following rcpo4 ; 

They regret the necessity that com|)ols them to discent from the 
majority. They know that a rc[)ort sanctioned by the whole com- 
mittee, would be entitled to, and would receive a more general aiMi 
cordial support in this House. Nothing but an entire conviction that 
che interest of the state demands a change in the management of our 
rail-ways, could induce them to make this their counter report- 

The question, by the resolution submitted to the committee, is one 
of paramount interest- It intorests the east and west, the north and 
south of this state. It inten*sts the commercial, the manufacturing 
and agricultura-1 portions of our citizens. It goes further, l<>r it is in- 
timately connected with the reputation of our improvi^tnenls, and the 
finances of the commonwealth. It is therefore, worthy of the best 
deliberation. 

Under this resolution, the first question that pr<?sents itself is: — 
What kind of power should be used upon the road — steam or horse? 

Upon this question, it is lielieved the committee are unanimous in 
favor of steam. There are, it is true, many and strong arguments 
that can be urged in favor of horsic-power, and if the question was yet 
open — not decided by experience, the great anxiety expressed by those 
immediately along this improvement, to exclude steam, would meet 
with a more iavorable reception. But the question is decided, and 
co-rectly, in favor of steam. Experience shews that it is cheai)er by 
one third, and more expeditious tlian animal power. This is shewn, 
as well in Europe as in our own country. In proof of which, the Liv- 
erpool and Manchester — the Stockton and Darlington rail-roads io 
England ; the Baltimore and Ohio— the Baltimore and Susquehanna 
in Maryland; the Petersburg and Roanoke in Virginia; the Charles- 
Con and Hamburgh in South Carolim' ; the N<?wcastle and French- 
town in Delaware ; the Camden and Amboy in New Jersey ; the 
Hudson and Mohawk — the Schenectady and Saratoga in New York, 
and the Philadelphia, (vermantown and Norristown in F^cnnsyivania, 
are adduced. Other rail-wa vs mi^ht he added, but these are sufficient. 
Indeed, experience fully demonstrates that steam can be used to the 
best advantage on roads much shorter than those constructed by the 
ttate. 




4 



•1 



t 
I 

i i 

I 

I . 



I I 



^f 



rv^ 



i 



i« 



\ i 






it is worlny of v(.::.si([<.ia:i(.'n. that iJic riiiladolphia and Colombia, 
and tlu* Pi»rfM'i»' rail-rn.ids, wi-p: not constructed inerciv lir ll.o use 
Hnd bci.'-(il <'l i!i>" (Miimtics iiir.m^li which they i^ass. They were in- 
tended, and aiT' a jiart nl'ihe j^itvit chain ol'onr iiiipruvcinenls connec- 
ting ilie wains ni' iIk- cast wi:li tin ..so of the west, thereby increasing 
tho !«!aiiu:ac:urin<£, conuncrcia- and a^TicuIlurai facililies eCthc whole 
iitMl!'. Tlie opinion thjil steam should U; iho power, is ccjnfirnied and 
otrf;nL;tlH?ned hv an able report made bv Mr. Kealino to ilie Lesissla- 
<'.!rv. upon the Nth ofAfarcii last. In that rejiort the subject is weU 
dirscussed, and a decision made in lavor ol' steam power. 

ThoftC who hve alonif our rail-roads, oi>iect to the ii.s(,* of steam fronk 
the fear of thi.-ir improvements beini^ burnt by fire thrown from the en* 
twines. This apprehension, it is believed, will be entirely rem(jved by 
:hr^ M?e of coke, or mineral subsranccs, in j^ene'ratin^jj steam. If it 
rihor.ld, and that il will is not doubted, it is confidently f:.\pected that 
the v\hole state will be SJttisfied that the power should bf! mechanical 
and not animal. 

The next qtiostion is, who should «jwn ihic motive power — the 
state, a company, or individuals ? 

C'jun liiis point, tht; undersijznod enti«-ely diss(^nt Jrom the. report of 
tho majority. They .the majority,) think the stale should own the 
motive power — we, that she should not. Some oi' the reasons that 
have influenced us in coniinrz to this conclusion, will be here ^iven. 
Let it tlrst Ik^ rcmarktd, that this is an open questio/i. As yet it haa 
:i(it kM.n decide*.!. It is true, by an act of Assembly jassed tiie i5th 
of April last, the Canal Commissioners wen.' authorized to purchase 
rtnd put on the n^ad Locomotives, but that act waspasi:(d, not that the 
state should continue to own the motive power,* but thai the road 
tihould Ih- stocked as soon as pfs^ible. A report ajrainst the state 
owning th<- mttivn power, was made; by Mr. Keating on the 14th of 
Marcli, H -l. There was not tiine iVoii) ihat to iIk? close o!* the scs- 
sio)i, lo make proper provi'<:ions lur sttx-'kinif the road, and tluirelbre, 
the act of the l.lh of April, i>."5 J, was j)ass<'d. It is re|Katcd then, 
iiotwilhstandini; that act, the rpiestion is now open. It is mcrssary 
that it shiMild be: settled, and that as soon as po:>sible. 

Then, should the state own the motive power? It is the nature of 
power, whether lound in an individual, an incorporated f!omf»any, or a 
qro^f rnnv^nt, tu extend, instead ot" contract its rights or privileges. 
'/Ins i<! daily exenjpli[ied, and whenever it is, it should le promptly 
met and ciuinieniclod. It cannot bo so met bv allow infr the state to 
put herself in ihtj way of individual cnterpriM*. It cannot be cf»un- 
■ iracleil by ail«nvini: the >\nW tti emb'jr'i in what can be a(.*C( mplished 
hy 11' r citizens. Whatever individuals are ecjual -o, a> a i-eneral rule, 
,»hou]d b» entr'i>ted to them, and to them al^ne. Tjjis is so congeni- 
al, both to our ii'rliniiS and the princip es of our yovernment, that nr* 
Etunenls are unnecessary *o >atisfv ns of its trntli. If wi? allow iho 
sfnto to embark in one enti rprize thai can be accomplished hy her 
citizens, wheni shall wc stop? Will we allow her to run into every 
thin^f that can \yo driven lo advantage?? If tlie {^jneral government 
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was not ill the way, would wc allow the state alone to export and im- 
port, bec:iusc it may lie profitable? Or, would it be policy that she 
should own ail our improvcmeuts made by companies, and all our 
ivinking instiiuiions, because they may yield a revenue? Or, should 
vvi.- go larlher, and allow her exclusive manufacturing privileges, be- 
cause thereby she might s(X)n l)C relieved Trom debt? Or, should wc 
go farther yet, and like some governiiKMits of old, own all the lands 
within our charter, and tarm them out, U'cause it might be to our advan- 
tage? The undersigned arc fully of opinion, that the state should not 
embark in an enterpris<j! like this, to which individuals arc fully equal. 

It is proj>er now, in the present state of our tinances, that the rail- 
ways should be stocked, if possible, without drawing from the treasu- 
ry. This Ahould have great weight, for we have no funds now to 
experiment with ; it becomes us to turn every dollar to the best advan- 
i^'ige. If however, an opinion wkm entertained that these roads could 
not be stocked otherwise than by the state, the expense should have 
no weight, for they have been completed in a costly and permanent 
manner, and must Ix^ stocked, cost what it wilt. Satisfied that indi- 
viduals, associations, or companies, are equal to this undertaking, the 
undersigned are anxious to save the state the expense and labor ne- 
t-essary in placiujj and keeping the power upon these roads. It is only 
necessary to look around us to be satisfied that individuals are equal 
tu this. They export and import ; they conduct uur manufiicturing 
and commercial interest*}; they have constructed extensive improve- 
ments, l>oth rail-roads and canals, within this state. Individuals, for 
the general government, carry the mail. At an incalculable expense, 
by steam-boats, Ihcy transport (^vc-ry thing upon our rivers and inland 
seas. Wherever ^v 3 l.»ok, we sw that the policy of this governnjenf, 
never to interlere with the industry of the people, is fully carried out. 

It is a well established [)rinciplc of our nature, as also engrafted in 
our reli;;ion, that where our interest is our hearts will be. Wherever 
we find m>>.i individual interest, there too we discover the greatest in- 
dustry and economy, and the least disposition to experiment. In pro- 
jKirtion as individual interest js removed, industry and economy retire. 
i3usine>s is better attended to by the principal than by an agent. 
Tin: auent of an individual is more fiuthful than of an association or 
company. In pr(^})<>rtion os the association or com|mny increases in 
wi^illii anti numlxirs, as a g*.neral rule, industry, economy, and faith- 
fulness in the agent tliminish. When a gf)vernment is principal, strict 
ijoonomv and faithfulness in the SL'ranL is seldom found. It cost< an 
asHficiation or crompany more to perform a given piece of work, than 
it does an individual, and it costs a government more yet. This is 
suscppiihle of prcK»f in innumerable instances. Our canals and rail- 
i-iiiids art) prnof in }>o]nl, if proof is necessary. It cost the Schuylkill 
Navii;ati«/n Company, animproi'cment one hundred and ten miles long, 
lor reriairs, salaries to otVicers, lfKjk-keejK?r.s, wages, &e. for the year 
|.''3-', only S''i''>,!ln • tf, Ff we judge from our improvements, it 
would have cost ilio state a much larger sum, and iKe general govcrn- 
inimt a sum yet larger. In coiicjasion, on this point, the undersigned 




would add, that the Littio Schuylkill Rail-Road Company, s i • Lslicd that 
where there is the most indivicual interest, there will Ik- Wie strictest 
economy nnd greatest faithfulness, have issued propo.sal^ ■ c CL.ntracls 
to carry coal from the termination of their road to iIh: ci:\ oi' 1 hiladel- 
phia. 

If then, individuals or associations can place and keep the motivp 
power upon our roads, and that cheaper than the statt-, why should 
she undertake it? A satisfactory answer has not prrsciitcd itself to 
the undersigned. It is said, in the report of the mnjority, that the 
state wants no profit, and that individuals must liave u pnilt, for the 
motive power. This appears a fallacious argument. The state in- 
tends to charge sufficient to keep up ihc power and no more. The 
power cannot be maintained without salaried officers. 1 his pay forms 
part of the expense of tlie motive power ; and the state always pays 
more liberally than individuals. If individuals own the power, the 
pay of the salaried officers and attendants will be reducerd, and con- 
sequently, the expense of the power. If individuals own the ()ower, 
the profits arising from transportation, will necessarily, wi en there is 
competition, reduce, if not entirely take off, the cost of the motive 
power. This, with the state, cannot be effected, l^fcause she derives 
no profits from transporting. 

But admitting that the state could place and keep the power upon 
the road as cheap, or even cheaper than individuals or associations, 
still the undersigned would be of opinion that slie should not. M'hr- 
ever owns the power, should either own the cars attachi.'d, or be res- 
ponsible for all damages sustained. For the state to own the cars and 
bo a common carrier, would be too palpable an interiercnce with the 
industry of the country. For the state to pay all damages, might ei- 
ther consume the whole revenue, or keep her harrassed by vexatious 
law-suits. The idea of the state becoming an insun:r or carrier, is 
therefore, dismissed, and on its dismissal is based an argument against 
the state owning the power : For if the owner of the |X)wer owns the 
cars, or is responsible for damages, most certainly, a grc^aler degrcv 
of prudence, of skill, and faithfulness, will be brought into requisition, 
than would be if he did not own the cars, or was not responsible for 
damages. 

Another argument against the state owing the power, is the indirect 
increase thi»rcby of the patrcjnage of the Governor, already U\o great, 
if the state owns thci power she must act by agents appointed indirectly 
by the (jovernor. The tenure? of their office depending upon execu- 
tive pleasure, fealty, if we judge frcnn the past, will InK'oine an inci- 
dent. ]\y KUf'h an incrense of patronage the arm of an administra- 
tion may Im* Hlivngtht-ned to the injury ofthis govornnirnl. There is 
anotlKir viciw no le«s forcible; every suca^ssive change of the execu- 
tive n(li*rtnd by tlir pnopic, will \k.\ accompanied with a corresponding 
change in these agencies, thi! com|H^tent, skilled and fiiithful being 
removed,with llie stupid ami faithless ; such will not be the case, if 
individunlHoruNKiK'.intionN Dwnthepower. Then we will have assu- 
rances bosed u|K)n individual lutcnists. that the tried and faithful will be 
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retained ; In addition it might be urged, for it is an undoubted truth, 
that a more strict accountability of agents is required by individuals 
and associations than by the state. The further the active agent is 
removed from those particularly interested, the greater will be his com- 
pensation and the greater his imposition too. 

Again the State should not own the power, because if owned by in- 
dividuals or associations, the transportation and consequently the 
tolls upon these roads, will be increased. This is susceptible of entire 
demonstration. Man works influenced by some motive. When the 
acquisition of property is the object, interest is always that ^motive. 
It is our nature to desire the accumulation of property. Jf then indi- 
viduals own the power, it becomes their immediate i^iicrcst to have it 
always in order — ^to keep trustworthy agents — to have the greatest 
number of cars possible attached to the power — to run (he length of 
the road in the shortest time that it can be done with safety and at 
the least possible expense. 

If the IState owns the power, it will add to tlic case of the "salaried 
officer" and take nothing from his .wages, if he should not consult 
alone the interest of the Slate. If individuals own the power, compe- 
tition will be introduced, and the charge for attaching to the power 
will be reduced to the lowest possible point. 

Allow the State alone this privilege and the charge stands a greater 
chance of being increased than diminished. Give this privilege either 
to an individual, a company or the State and the result will be the 
same. In proof of which, in addition to what has been said in this report, 
this iact is stated : the charge by the State, for [)ower upon our mil-ways 
isone cent per ton per mile. The charge for the same upon the Balti- 
more and Ohio rail- road, is about a half cent per ton per mile. I'pon 
the Baltimore and Ohio road, fuel costs about six dollars per ton, 
whilst upon ours it can be obtained for loss than four. Upon our 
roads the State owns the power, whilst upon the other it is owned by 
the company. If competition was allowed upon our roads, their being 
then more individual interest, this charge would bo reduced, and by 
its reduction the cost of transportation would be chea{X2ned and busi- 
ness increased. 

The business would be increased for another reason — wherever 
there is fair competition there is always a greater disposition to ac- 
commodate. If individuals owned the power, a greater regard for the 
cars attached would be secured, because thereby their business and 
their profits would accumulate. By attention — by care and a dispo- 
sition to accommodate, kept active by competition, the tolls must in- 
crease. But in addition to greater faithfulness upon the road, may be 
added, and it is no small item, the amount of business that by the in- 
fluence of the owners of the power united with the owners of the cars 
and of the friends of each, will be thn>wn upon these improvements. 
This last consideration is worthy of much weight, for it becomes the 
State to interest directly in her improvements the greatest possible 
number of her citizens. 

It is important, in the opinion of the undersigned, that the motive 
power placed U|K)n all the connecting links of the great chain of our 
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tmprovcment, should Ik.> liirnisho«l by the sarue agency. It is silso im* 
{>ortaiit lh:it this po\v(T shtiuid cither all or nono of it be owned by the 
State. It is not intended by this that the State should not own and 
kec![) Uj) thesiati'inary engines — limi tiie Slate must do. But it is be- 
lieved ;o be bad policy (or the State to own the power upon jiartof iho 
road, and the biilunceto b-j rented or sold to individuals. That some 
of the Ii?vels upon the Portage rail-way should be sold or ixntcd. uhilst 
the State should own llie power ujK>n the balance, is advanced in the 
report of the majority ; from that opinion the undersigned ontiiely dis- 
sent. Apart from the stationary engines, they think the State should 
own none of th(? power. If the State owns the power, she must, at a 
great expense, purchase and keep horsc^s sudicienl to stock the short 
levels u|K)n the Porta<ie rail-way and either end of the Philadelphia 
and Columbia road. iJut tiie report of the majority maintains that 
the State sliould own the steam power, and that the levels accommo- 
dated to animal power should eithcir be sold or rented. The selling or 
renting these? levels cannot be clfecled without manifest injury to the 
whole road, as also to our canals. 

No man can form any thing like an accurate opinion of the amount 
tliat will b(i transportetl upon these roiids, the present year. And if 
an accurate opinion cannot Ixj formed, the levels can he neither sold 
nor n:"nt d profitably. If they should Ije disposed of, what sufficient 
guarrantee can b<» gi\on, if the Itfast' should not be profitable, that it 
would not Ixj abandoned. Those who can give security, will not cm- 
bark in an enterprise as small as the stocking one level upon the Por- 
tage rail-way. Abandoning a level t'or any period, however short, 
must UfKiessarily be attended with ImcI consequences. It will retard 
transf.ortaiion, etrect the r.redit of the n)ad, incrt»asc expenses, and di- 
minish the receipt of tolls. These short levels, the undersigned are of 
opinion, can be neilh<T sltx'.kfid by the state, sold, nor rented profitably. 
And if they cannot, as we must systematize the manner of transpor- 
ting upon our road, the idea of the; stat<» (»wniiig the power should be- 
ak'nidoncMJ. 

In addition to what has been said, as to the ability of individuals to 
furnish tlie motive power, it may here Ik.- stated, that they arc rapidly 
stocking our canals, at an expense li.r beyond what will be required to 
procure engines ad'ipted to our rail-roanls. And as these rwids are 
c^innccled with our canals, the ass<:ciations formed upon them, will 
immediately bt? (jxtemh-d to the mads. Open the roads to competi- 
tion, and associations will be formed, as upon our canals, ol wide in- 
fluence and extended wealth. 

In the opinion that the State sh(»uld not tnvn the power, the undcr- 
Hignedareconfirn.ed, and strengthened by tin* report of Mr. Keating, 
on this subject, made in March last. In that report it is said, •• the 
|K)Iic.y (of the State owning the power) is nrTe plausible than substan- 
tially good." Ag-iin that rejv.irt s:iys,"iinlividuals working on their own 
account, under a strict supervision aie obliged to pay mon* attention to 
it than could be obtained from salaried officers. The difficulty of the 
{{election of proper officers, the dangers trom the increase of patronage 
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the want oi a balancing or checking power to prevent injustice, are 
among a few of the evils incident to ihc conferring this duty upon sal- 
aried oiBcora. For such men there would he no motive (exclusive of a 
sense of duty,) to produce an increase of travel on the njad ; since 
the more frequently it is used, the greater would be their duties, with- 
out any additional compensation." 

"With a contractor the case would be ditfercnt — to him the increased 
travel or transportation would ho a source of increased gain. It 
wou|d be his duty to procure assistance on the best ttrms and of the best 
kind." Thus confirmed in the opinion, that ihc State should not own 
the motive power, the undersigned conclude by submitting the Ibllowing 
bill as the result o( their investigation. 

JOHN H. WALKER, 
E- F. PENNYPACKER. 



Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Ifeprestntatives^ ^c. 
That from and after the passage of this act, the Philndeljihia and Co* 
lumbla rail-way, and the Allegheny Portage rail-way, be and the 
same arc hereby declared and made public highways, and shall be 
uaod as such for the conveyance of passengers and the general pur- 
poses of transportation, as hereinafler di reacted. 

Section 9.. Any individual, or association of individuals, may, af- 
ter ihe passage of this act, have full privilege to place cars \ipon the 
aforesaid rail- ways, and transport them by the ijrse of locomotive en- 
gines, excepting the section between the eastern inclined plane and 
the city of Philadelphia, and the short levels upon the Allegheny Port- 
age rail-way, upon which section and levels so excepted animal power 
may be used ; and further, any mdividual or association of individu- 
als may, during the season the navigation of the canals is obstructed, 
have full privilege to place cars upon the aforesaid rail- ways, and 
transport them by the use of animal power : Provided always, Those 
persons that use the road fc^ the purposes aforesaid, shall use no other 
fuel for the purpose of generatmg stc^m, ihan coke or mineral coal, 
and shall be governed by such regulations and rules as the canal 
commissioners may direct and consider advisable to protBct the im- 
provements, and systc matize the operations of the trans|)orters. 

Section >. The Canal Commissionfb be and they arc hereby di- 
rected to have the said rail-ways finished, water stations, d:c. erected, 
so as to be adapted to transportation by hxromotive engines. 

Section 4. The Canal Commissioners be and they are hereby di- 
rected to dispose of and sell to any individual or association of indi- 
viduals, v\\ the engines (except the stationary ones) ordered by the 
act of the lilleenth of April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
four — and furnish no more power hereafter for the purposes of trans- 
portation : and further, the Canal Commissioners be and they aro 
V' i-eby directed to take charge of all stitionary engines, machinery 
«'^nnectcd therewith, and water stations, and keep them in repair, and 
cause a strict superintendence of the transit of all travel and com- 
qoerce upon all the planes overcome by stationary engines. 
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